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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by Nanba 
et al (US Patent number 5796704). 

In regards to claim 1 , Nanba et al discloses a disk playback device (Fig. 3A-B) 
capable of reproducing signals (Fig. 3A, element 68) from a disk by irradiating the disk 
with a laser beam from an optical head (Fig. 3A element 12), the disk playback device 
comprising a laser drive circuit (Fig. 3A, element 64) capable of feeding a drive signal to 
the optical head (Fig. 3A element 64 connected to element 12 of the laser diode 22) and 
adjusting a power of the laser beam irradiated (Fig. 3B, element 38) by the optical head 
and a control circuit for controlling operation of the laser drive circuit (Fig. 3A-B, element 
38 is connected to 64 laser driving circuit), wherein the control circuit comprises 
reproduction power optimizing means (Fig. 3B, element 74) for repeatedly optimizing 
the power of the laser beam for signal reproduction (Column 7, lines 30-33), and the 
reproduction power optimizing means comprises: evaluation data detecting (activation 
control element) means for detecting evaluation data representing quality of a signal 
reproduction state (Fig. 4, signals E1, E2, E3, and E5, are inputted in element 78 to 
compare with a predetermined value, therefore, evaluating the signals for quality 



Application/Control Number: 10/520,280 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2627 

(Column 8 lines 1-20)); retrieving means for retrieving one boundary value (Fig. 6, point 
108) of two boundary values (Fig. 6, point 112) of a reproduction power wherein the 
evaluation data is a prescribed value (Wc) or in the vicinity of the prescribed value (Fig. 
5 and Fig. 6); and optimum reproduction power calculating means (Fig. 4, element 85) 
for calculating an optimum reproduction power based on the one boundary value 
retrieved (based on AW the boundary value would be retrieved according to Fig. 5 and 
Fig. 6), wherein the retrieving means retrieves a new boundary value based on a 
boundary value obtained by a previous optimizing processing (Fig. 8, boundary value W 
in step S6 is used to calculate the next optimum value because the step is return to the 
S1). 

In regards to claim 2, Nanba et al discloses a disk playback device according to 
claim 1 , wherein the retrieving means retrieves a lower boundary value having a smaller 
value from the two boundary values (Fig. 8, S4), and the optimum reproduction power 
calculating means adds a predetermined value to the lower boundary value to thereby 
determine the optimum reproduction power (Fig. 8, S5). 

In regards to claims 1/3 and 2/3, Nanba et al discloses a disk playback device, 
wherein the evaluation data is a frequency of occurrence of bit errors included in a 
reproduced signal (Fig. 10). 

In regards to claims 1/4 and 2/4, Nanba et al discloses a disk playback device, 
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wherein the disk playback device comprises temperature detecting means (Fig. 4, 
element 84) for detecting a temperature of the disk, and the reproduction power 
optimizing means optimizes the reproduction power whenever the temperature of the 
disk varies by a predetermined temperature (Fig. 7, S9-10). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5513. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, A. Wellington can be reached on 571-272-4483. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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